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FORMEOFA 


FORMALL PROFESSION. 
OR, 
The deſcription of a true and falſechriſtian, either excu- ' 
' - | ſfing,or accuſing him, for his pious, or pretended 
= | converſation. 
Shewing that there is a powerfull godlynes neceſſary to ſal. 
vation,and that many have but the forme, but not the - 
power thereof. 


In handling whereof 
Theſethree things are plainely QC what godlines 75, 
and powerfully explained and4 what the power of it. 
applyed. what the reaſons why 


ſome have but the forme thereof. together with the meanes., 


and marks,both how to attaine, and totry our ſelves 
whether we have thepower thereof or not. 


By that late faithfulland worthy Miniſter of Teſus 
Chriſt. Ioun PrxaxsTrON. 
DoRor in divinity, Chaplaine in ordinary to his Majeſtic, Maſter of 
Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge,a1d ſometimes preacher of 
oy Lincolnes Inne. 


' - Not every one that ſaith unto mee Lord, Lord. ſhall enter into the hinge. 


dome of Heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
Which s5in Heaven Math. 7. 21, 


Pare religion, and undefiled before God. and the Father u this, towiſie 


the Fatherles and Widowes intheir afflitions,and to keep 
himſelfe un{potted of the World, james. 1, 27: 


EDINBVRGCH Printcd by rohn Wrenitoun, 1632. 
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2. Timothic. 3. Chap, 5. verſe. 


LAY 


Having 4 forme of goalineſſe, but denyin [a 
| the power thereof. pi 


W433) R Apoſtle Saint Parl doth in theſe wordes give usa part 
| Tofa deſcription of wicked men in the latter times, and hee 
ES bringeth them in by way of prevention.or objeRtion or an= | 
| ſwere to an objeioo, as if ſome ſhould wonder that there ſhould be 
' ſuch kind of perſons in the Church, as he inthe former verſes had de= 
ſcribed, (ovetors, boaers,proud, blaſphemerr, diſcbedient to parents, 
nnthankfull, anholy, &c. doetheſe live as the Church doc? Doe theſe 
rctainethe Sacraments, and the like., Yes faith the Apoſtie, zhey doe, 
wee carmot deny it only this, they have a forme of goalineſſe, but &c, So 
that the point of doArine ariſing trom hence,doth plainly app care c« 
ven at the firſt ſight to bee this , v12z. 
Thatthere is @ pv werfull godlineſſe neceſſaric to (alyation,and that 
many have butgacforme, buruor the power thereof, 


Now there bze three thinges ) what godlineſſe is, 
to bee explained 1n opening ) what the power thereof is, _.. 
of this dofrine, to ſhew-- TC the realons why many have 
no more but rhe forme thereof. = 
For'the firſt that you may the better conceaye what Geadlineſſe is, 
T will firſt ſhow you w hat it 1s not. | | 
Firſtthenit is not bare nature, but that godlineſſe which God requi= 
reth of all men is more then ſo, God indeed hath commanded narure, 
yea even corrupt nature to bring.foorth many fruitsof godlineſſe , as 
much abſtinence from pleafure, much patience, much temperance,and 
fuch like, which are all very beautifull in their owne Spheares,but be- 
cauſe they come not from G O D, nor his Spirit of ſanQifying, or be- 
cauſe thev have no reſpe&t of God, therefore they are not godlynes ne bi 
' therdoth Gedregard them. | : 
1 Secondly, it is not theatof religion proceeding from ſelfe love, 
though offered to God. in regard that men {ce that God is the gover= 
nour ofthe world, that hee harh the Keyes of heaven, and earth, and 
men may doe much to God for ſuch refpeds, nfing him as a bridoe 
' to g<tto heaven by maxing EEE the utmoſt ends and ory 
- this 
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| - all ace from him, whereas before ſcing ſome thing in himſelte,he mags 


Thedeforme forme : : 
this is not godlyneſſe,burt whatis it then you will tay? why. 
' Whatged. Thirdly it is a divine grace 1ofuſed into the ſouledy God, whereby 


| 


Hynes 45. ' 4 man followes God, loves him,maenyfics him,ſcts him up in his heart | 


above all,and manifeſteth this 1n his life,and the whole cvurſe of it,do- 
 11gall forhim and co him,andt 15thas wrought: when the creature 
comes to ſce no beauty in himſelfe,and no help un himſelte, and fith 
God is full of all beauty,and all excellency, and all power, able to att» 
{were our deltres, tn every thing, whep he comes to (ce, and'conlider 
this,then he begins to ſet up God in his heart, as the Ivy havirg no 
roote cleaves falter to the tree,ſo.likewile doth he only to God, feing 
that he cannor ſubliſt of himſelfe,and when he comes to ſee that he de 
pends on him for all things,he will doe all things for him, becauſc that 
_- niked himfelte, andſo withdrew himlclte, and his hcart from 
Es 0:0 -D. | Bb oo 
AndſoI cometo the next particular. " 
Secondly what is meant by the power of Goalyneſſe,and for that you 
| ſhall know there is a Goalyres, which is not only in words and com- 
Pplements,bur 1n deed anderuth, for it.-not onely puts upon a man a 
waſhie colour of perteRion, but dyes his heart in-grat.:e in holyncſle, 


..” 1y* P * 
Five dif and it differs from the other in five things. 
| Raps ; Firſt. ltisdone in the Power ,when itisnotthe bare piture, where 


-weere the THRETE are not only'the outward lineamentsof naturegbut when there is 


forme and life init,and that you ſhall know when a man needesnot to bee called 


power * onto gonod duetics, but thwe & a naturall principle of life 1n him, 
Gealy#r% yyhereby hee doth them with facilitie,and conſtancie,as naturall aRi- 
ons of life, when likewiſe hee doth growe in them, for where their is 
l:fe, there is alſo growth, and when hee doth likewife deſire that 
which may feede it, as the other meanes, which may ſtrengthen him 
in the doing of it, as ifa man havelife he defireth meat aud ſleepe,and 
when as there 1s life, then the workes that come from a man are not 
dead works, and then you havethe power of godlineſſ;, it is not a 
faſhion only. | | 
Secondly it isnot trae but counterfeit, when 1tis like the true but not 
the ſame, bur wants ſome particular property,that 1s to be found inthe 
true,as that which is counterfeit balfame, which is like thetrue, but 
Yants the power of healing, andſo likewilea connterfeit drug, and a 
counterfeit jewel which wants that property, whichthe true hath, & 
the wantof this you ſhall finde in the ute,and in the wearing,as a rot- 
tcl boly 1s foundto bs rotten when the arrow 1s drayne to rhe head, 


> 


G: 


cx 22a _— 


ou MORA 1 OR TIRRA .7 


{ 
| 


dA 


Of a formall profeſſion 

& ſo ifa mans goealyres be counterfeit, & he unſound, it will be difcoyc 
red in the wearing or 1n ſome particulat caſe, when he is put to 1t, or 
trycd,a lexweller will find out the propertie ofa lewell,but an ordina- 
ric man can notdoe it. but by uſc and the wearing, to.inſtance in ſome 
particular partsof goalynes, the love of Gudifit betruegit hath theſe 
propertics, that a man loves the brethren, for how canſt thou love an : 
1mmaterlall holinefle in God, which is ſ{tampt upon the creature like 
thy ſelfe, ſo likewiſe reftirude,and uprightneſle of heart, trye it by this 
propettie, which our Saviour Chrilt makes of it, grations (peeches; 
Chriſt faith that that which1s predominant in the heart, the mouth 
w1ll be full of; ſo for keeping of the command< ments, if in trueth they 
have this properly, that they will not bee grievous, they will do them 
with a naturall delight,and inward wiilingnes. fo for taking of Chritt 
by faith, every man bclieveth hee doth ſo, but our Saviour Chriſt try- 
cth it by this, Goe /e// all that then hat, and thou ſhalt have treaſure 
8 heaven, and ſo maycſt thou trye thy ſelfe when thou art put to it 
by loſſe of goods, or credit or otherwiſe. ; x] 
Thirdly,[t is in the power when it is ſtrong ,and not weake, when 
a man hath power and (trengrh in doing good dueties,. and heereby 
many are diſcovered, who have good purpoles onely, which though 
they be heartic inthem for a time; yet they want power and ſtrength, 
and this isthe caſe of many which bce in the Church, who though 
they have the knowlegde of the word of God,and approve thetruth 
In their conſciences, defiring to be ſaved by the practiſe of it, and fo 
take up many good purpoſes, which yet come to nothing, be- 
cauſe they want power and ſtrength, conſider therefore ifthou haft 
power and ſtrength to performe thy purpoſes, and then thou haſt the 
power of Goalynes, but nor els. Fl 

Many will fay, I am but fleſhand blood; and what will you have 
me to dot?now here wants the power,as you may ſee in the filth cha- 
pter of Moſes called Dent,from the 7. ve. to the 29.the people there 
laid to Moſerthat what the Lord foonld ſpeak to him they Would doe at | 
they faid then what they thought, and what chey meantand minded, 
and the Lord faith of them, O 1hat there were ſuch an heart in them, 
that they Would feare mee, and keepe .my commandements. &c. they 
wanted) the power though they made good purpoſes. 

Fourthly, Ifrhou wouldeſt knowe whether thy god/yneſſe bee in 


*the power or no,fee whether thou haſt not only the ſhaddow of it but 


the {ubtance,for their is a ſhadow withche {ubſtance as 1Fthou pray 
there is a formall doing of it, which is as the ſhaddow, butto pray 1n 
the! holy Ghoſt, got inthe voice of thy owne ſpirit butout of Gogs 
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i The deformed forme 
ewnefpirit, but of Gods, not ourof memorie or wit, but ont of 
thy heacr,and that an heart ſanRifed by the Spirit of adoption,this is 
the ſubſtance, and ſo for to heare for knowledge only that is the (has 
dow,burt to heare for praiſe that is the ſubſtance,and lo againe ſor us 
to preach the Goſpell, for to doe it, becaule neccffitic is laid upon us, | 
| and theres a woe denounced againſt us if wee doe it not, as faith our | 
1 Apoſtic ofhimſelfe, there is the ſhadow, but ropreach with power, and 

authoritie, and not as the Scribes and Phariſes with the enticingwords of 

mans wiſdome, this is the ſubſtance. 

—_ Fifthly and finally, Itisin thepower when as a man goeth tho« 
ro2h the work, athing is ſaid to beinthepoWer when it ts eff: uall, 
wheaaman bringeth it toanend, and doth it not by halfes.ſo ſome be« 
gia indecde, bar rhen they leave the worke in the rudiments, bur ifa 
mana haus the power hee will breake througha!l d:fticultics, hee will 
lcape overall till hee hath wroaght ont his ſalvation with feare and 
trembling, ; ; | 

And thus having diſpatchtthe eWo farmer particulars, I haſten to 
the :h1rd,and laſt otthe premiſes. 
Thirdly,the reaſons why ſome haye but the forme?and not the powey 
andthey are eſpecially theſe, 
_ Firſt, becauſe it is moſt eaſie, but the power is a matter of more diffi- 
Keeſ9n! culry,for the former, it dothnot cal upon a man to cut off his 7ighe 
- 9 4%: hand,co pluck out his right eye, and to gior himſelfe in things neareſt, | 
4+ the anddearett unto him.as the power doth, for it requyres aman ſhould | 
forme, take paines in good daties, and ooe throughout in them, not to omit or 
{light theleaſt ofchem, inthe leaſt mealure that may bee, or tolye in 
knowne (ins, and farther it requires a man ſhould doe this from day 
today,and that whenit croflcs the fleſh mot, this is an hard fayirg, 
and cauſed many, that they would no longer abide with Chriſt,they 
' were, willing to obey the forme but not the poWer, 
Secondly, becauſe this power breeds hatred, and oppoſition in the 
world,& the world will crofſe it again,now thea when a man may res 
2 M8 raine the former, and hold tn with che world, a man may beeof the 
Ft, world (till, and the world will love his owne, whereas the power maks 
| them eAntipodestoall the world, this makes many care for no more 
but the forme: fit for this purpoſe is that place Wi! 2.12, where the 
ungodly fav ofthe righteous on this wiſe, theſe mens lives are contrary | 
to ours, and theiy doinns reprove onr thoughts, therefore let us rppre ſe A | 
F. thers:2nd Chriſt rels us we mult look for no other, faying,We ſhall 4Je 
3 BY bated of all men ſor his names [ſake anditis no calie matter to hiveall 
men 
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O f a formatl profe (ſion | 
Men. 1n-contention with us, this then is another reaſon heereof; 
Thirdly, becauſe it is cnoughto ſerve a mans turnes, for his unre- 
generate ends,for mn having a naturall conſcience, whercof they. 
mult ſtop the mouth,and it being ijudicious,and not able to judge of. 
the power of godlynes,chey are ſatisfied with the forme, as now when 
Children are way ward and:wrangling, becauſe we know they are not 
judicious, wee give them Nutts,not goldor ſilver to ſtill them;and it 
ſerves their turnes as well.ſo is it heere in the naturall conſcience.. it 
dothjudge the forme to be enough to.cary a man to heaven, and who 
| would doe more then he needs mult. 
; * Fourthly becauſe if men have but the form of godlynes,Satan troubls rhe 
; .not,nor the fleſh,but Saran, (for he knowes1t will bring them to hea- 
ven)when mea labour for the poWer, of godlynes, and goe on, any fur- 
| ther than the forme,then he hath the power of hell againſt them, and 
| he keepes a great buſſcling with ttacm to hinder them what lie can, 
.andlo doth the ficſhtoo; but it will nor reſiſt the forme, for that will 
Nt;nd with a mays luſts, bur it he be divided againſt himſelfe he cannot 
"endure it,as to deny a friend or a {tranyger 1f. he be importunate is a 
| JJhard matter,butto deny a mans wiſethat lyes in his boſome, if ſhee 
'  beearneſt is more difficult, but ro deny a.mans ſclfe when he is impor=- 
runate with him(elfe is moſt difficale,and yet this you. muſt doe, if you 
have the power of it. Now to deny the poWerof it, is when it islaid 0- 
pen to menand offered,they with {tubborneneſle of will reſiſt aud de- 
. Dy it. 
k And fo much for the opening of the words, now for the folding of 
them up againe,and from the firſt what god/yneſſe is: 

Letus learne not ro deceave.our ſelves, for it isnot (as I told you) 
yaturali or morall yertues onel y,no nor the doing of the ations of re - 
ligion,a man making himſelſe his utmoſt ends therin,content not your 
ſelves therefore with any thing that is not godlyneſfe, let mee ſpeake 
unto you as Peter to the diſperſed brethren, whereafterthat he had 
reckoned up many vertues, patience, knoWleage,temperance.&c.he bids 
them adde to all theſe god/ynes, as if hee had faidall the reſt are nor a- 
vaileableunleſſe you have godlynes alſo,fce therefore that all theſe bee 
godlynes, that is that they all come from him,and looke to him,for 

_ this is the nature of god/ynes to come to the wells head, and to ſearch» 
higher then nature. to have another Alpha, and Omega, of all that is 
| @Within us,or that cc mes from us,than what is within us otour ſelves. 
And thenagaine if wee bee topreach to others, wee ſhould learne to 


| picach Chriſt and God,that is to iaforce all as from.them andev theo, 
| 2: oe; not: 
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The deformed forme 


not oaly to exhort to morall vercues, with ſuch inſtruRions as may be 
tak& out of Seneca or Plutarch(thoghthele have their uſe & place)bur 
as 0.t of the Scriptares, let Chritt & God come in, and ſhew you how 
a'l doc come from Godzand looke to God and ſo all you that are hears 
ers, be ſure all you doe be:goalynes, that is comming from God, and | 
rending to him, for motions have theic denominations from their terms.. | 
”1ns 4440,and from their ends as thatis called c alefazon,that tends to 
hzate,fois that truely god/ynes that tends to God, and hath reſpeR un- 
ro him,as now a ſtudent, whea he ſtudies and rakes pains in his books 
ice whether thou do! it for thy ſelfe or for thy creddit, or doeſt thou 
make God thy utmoſt end,examine thy heart, andexamine ic narow- 
ly:and tee likewiſe youare cxerciſcd in other callings, doe yondoe 
them that you may doe good to mankinde in them, as a ſervant that 
utes his talent to his matters ſervice,then is this god/ynes, ſo if you cat 
or drink,or recreat yourlelves,doc-you doc it that you may doe gootl 
better,as men wher theic ſythes thatthey may mowe the better, then 
this is aifo godlynes, for it tends to God and godlynes,. - © 
But you will ſay,doe you altogether condemne naturall, and morall | 
vertues? malt they do nothing;yes you ſhal haye this uſe of them, that | 
they will helpe as winde to drive the ſhip, only it is gedlynes is the | 
rudder guides it,and aymes at the right haven,as for example, you are 
commanded to love your children,and your wives, you are bound to 
doc this,if you had no naturall affections in you, only baving theſe af- 
ſeRtions in you,you doe it with morecaſe, els you muſt drive the ſhip 
with oares, wheras now the wind fills the fails,& you do it with more 
faciliry,and caic,and folikewiſe you are bound to-be patient and meck 
a1d you muſt be ſo,though your natures be not ſo, - but if your natures 
be {o, you may the morecaſily beſo,yet fo as goalienes muſt ſet the c0- 
paſle,and ſteere the ſhip, morrall yertues arelike good horſcs, that 
draiv the Chariot, but god/ynes is the eAwriga,the ( oqchman without 
which take the molt excellent things,that nature is capable of, if 
It oe not guided by it,the Lord regardsthem not,for God regards no- 
-., thing bur that which drawes the creaturesunto him, but now morall 
ertues makes usreſt upon our owne bottoms, and fo likewiſe all 
| __thivgs whatſoever they bee that beautyherthe fleſh,for God wil have 
Cori, 29, NO Neth toglonfic in itfelte, out let bimo that glories glory in the Lord, 

, Nay I add more,take the graces ofthefpirit,wherewith God adornes 
11s faints,as an husband doth his wife with jewels, if you magny fiMdy 
them yon doe to mach withdraw your hearts from God, therefore in 
hcaynCcnltls faid there 15 neither,Sunne, nor Moone,noy yyhat is that? 
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: _ _ Thedeformed forme 
there is no excellencie in any creature that is magnified there, but God 
; is All in all, hee is Sunne and Moone, and therefore inthe Revelation 
, of Saint /obx it is faid,and ſaid ro their honour, it is made their worth 
1 |. that theygiveallto God.glory & power be to our God for evergthey tal Cap y; 
| on their faces,throw down their crewns,though created glorions crea- 
L tures ,yet when the evil eAngells began to retieAupon themſelves, it 
x was their ruine,they fell from GOD, for the creature ofit ſelfe islike 
i a glaſle without a botrome, if 1t commeth to ſtand upon its owne 
X botrome, it falls, and breakes, and fo the Angells when they would 
E ſtand of themſelves, they fell downe to the lowelt pitt, and therefore ' 
4 of all graces labour for emptying graces, as faith and love, for theſe 
he give all unto God, nothing to. mans ſelfe, and therefore they are the 
x \ great graces inreligion which you muſt chiefly labour for, | 
n Secondly, from that there is a poWer in godlineſſe, if irbee ſuch a po- 
> | werfulla thing( as you haue heard it is) then this may ſerve to com- 
{ fort us,inthe wayes of it. Whereſoever it 1s in trueth, rhere it is in p#- 
1 Wer, fay that thou haſt ſuch a light that thou canſt not belteye,that bee, _ 
:M | ſaxchroades asthat thou cauſt not walke by them ,yet if thou ha {t god. | Corry 
a | tneſſethou ſhalt beeableto overcome, for the kingdome ofGod confiſtes 
1] in power, as it is faide, when GOD commeth to dwell ia 
+ | any mans. heart, hee .ſendeth Godlinefle into it , which 
"$8 rutes| in it as a KING 1n his Kingdome, thinke therefore of 
eh itas of Aornarches as eAlexander was, or thoſe which Daniel ſpea- 
&.4 keth of, which carry all before ir, it bringeth 1n everie thought into 
6 ' ſubjeRtion, aad therefore alſo the /pir#t is called a ſpiris of power, and « Tim,i,# 
< it you have godlineſſe, it commeth from the ſpirit, aud therefore is ac- 
Fes! | -companied with power, and therefore Chriſt is faid to bee full of the . 
O- Holy Ghoſt,and of power, and ſo Steven,and Johnthe Baptiſt, and grace 
hat 15 faid to bee a powerſuilthings. Bee ſtrong inthe grace of G O D, and in 
ue the Power of his might, 
oF Now the reaſon why godlineſſe hath power is, becauſe G OD 
10” |- hathpurvirtneinto'it,as when you ſee ſuch and ſuch an hearbe, have 
wh | ſachawirtze in itto doe ſuch and ſuch athing, it 1s becauſe God hath 
all | enducdit with ſuch a power, and ſo hath hee done witch god!yneſſe, if 
ve | therefore thou haſt anything to doe in religion, ſet onit, Haſt thou 
T t | anylaft to overcome? ſet on1t, and let mee {peake to thee as hee ſpake 
NC 


to Gideon, Goe on thou valiant mas inthe mght of the Lord. The pco- 
/ (1d | ple of 1/7aeltravelling to the landof (anaan,they fa the Citties wa! 
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The deformed forme 
fed to heaven, and that the Gyants were there, the ſonnes of sTFuax, | 
yet loſtza biddeth them. bee of good comfort, and feare nor, for the 
Lord would fight for them , and deliver therr aaverſaries intothew | 
hands,fo though you ſce diticulties inthe way to heavenyyer god/ynes | 
154 powerfull thing that will carrie you thronghail, therefore like- 

' wile the e-Fpoſtle having prayed for the Epheſians thar they might !_ 
not faint at his tribulations for them, which was ther glorie, but | 
that they might be ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit inthe inner 
ma11,to comprehend with. all Saints the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, and to know the fbve of Chriit which paſkth 

| knowledge, which becauſe they might thinke they ſhould never bee 

Wot. ., able to doe, hee addeth to him that is able to doe avove all that wee 
uf F- = 7 can ake or thinks, according tothe poWer that Worketh in 1, to him bes 
 * allgherie as ifhee ſhould have ſaid, G OD is able to doe it, and that 

by the power, which worketh in him: ſo ſuppoſe it bee to ſubdue 
ſome luits of a fleſh,a thing ſo hard as you think it will never be done, 
nay you conceive it to bea thing ſo improbable,as that you are aſhamd 
toaske it, yet according to that power, which worketh in you, hee ts able 
to doe above all Wee aske or thinkeand therefore he prayeth, that thein 
eyes may bee opened, that they may ſee the greatneſſe of the power that 
Wrought in them, and it was not that they might ſce and looke at it 
zdly, but for the uſe to ſerve their turnes, that they laying holdeof ir, 
and uſing of it, might bee able to doe theſe things, which they deſire 
ſhould bee done, even ſuch things to which a mans ature is as unto- * | 
ward, as water is to heate whea their 1s none 1n it, onely as Chriſt ' 
id to Marie, Belicue and you ſhail ſee the power of God, thou muſt go | 

to God for it by fauh and God will ſhew it foorth unto you, and you 

ſhall have 7942s of it, the end of fauth is not onely to apply the promi- 

ſes of Inuſtification but for Sanltificationallo, as for example hee hath ./ 
promiſed to baptize you with the Holy GhoZ# as with tire, that is, | 
with z2#le and other graces ofthe ſpirit, which muſt give them po- | 
wer and ſtrength;and all that finne might not raigre in their mortall bo« | 
dies, goe to God then and urge him of his promiſe, and hee cannot 

deny you: When men therefore thinke to excuſe them-ſ\elves by ſays 

ing, lamnot able to doe ſuch a thing, what will you have mee to | 
doe?ttisno excuſe, forif they were but willing, iris all hee requireth | SEP 
of them,, the power, that belongeth to God, which if men would but */* - 
believe; and goe to him, hee would undoubtedly give it them. —* | 

Icheretore now aske thee, wouldſt thou turac to God? it thou *' 
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formall profeſſion 
wouldſt overcome ſuch and ſacha luit of wncleanneſſe, drankenneſſe, 
&c., becit what it will bee, 4t thou antwere no, then rhou act 
juitly condemned, thy blood bee upon thy owne head, but if thou ſay= 
cit yes, thou would(t, then come but to G OD, bee reſolute to bee 
religions 10 good carneit, and [ will afſire thee hee will vouchſate 
thee power to doe it, The Apoſtle faith that G O D Would confirme 
them untothe end, thatthey might bee blameleſſe mthe day of the Lord 
IESUS, for faith hee, GO D « faubfull, hee hath ſard, hee hath 
prom/ed it, hee ſhall breake his word it hee doe not, let mee reaton it 
a'ittle with you, Is1t notan acceptablerequeſt to goetoG OD with 
all thy heart? and toſaye, Lord, I deſire bur the power and frengeh to 
goe through with thy owne worke? Doſt thou thinke hee will not 
bcarethce? Remember Chriſt , the onely Phyſirian, how readie hee 
was to heale men of their bodily diſcaſes when they came unto bim, 
ani] hce hath not put off his nature now: Doſt thou think the power 
of death and reſurrection were but fancies, or a notion? If not goe on, 
and feare not, for as G OD faid tolo/oxa, fo ſhalt thon find him to 
deale withthee, 1 will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, and ſo leave 
ing what I have faid to your farther conſideration, 1 come roath:rd: 
that ſezing godlynes is ſuch a powerfull thing, as you have -ſeenc , 
that therefore youtake heed hoy you deceave your ſelves with fond 
dcl(iiesand purpoles, that have no power, noforce in them, ſo as to 
thinke that they will ſerve the turne, no yet a few, feeble, faint cn- 
deavours. Ifaye to men that fet on religious contſes without have- 
ing their hearts chacged, as Chriſt faid unto his Difciples, rarrie yee 
#1 the Cretie, till yee bee enaued with peWer from on hgh, as if our Sa- 
viour Chriſt ſhould have lajd,it yee goe preſently into the world, yee 
will not be able togoe through with your works:ſtay therefore with 
Faſting and prayer till you have received power from on high to car- 
rice you throngh,for new pnrpoſes 11 a man that returnes to old naturt, 
15 like neat winesnoldveſſells, they will breake the veſſells and bee too 
bigge for your hearts: it 1s therfore enough to take np/now a puryoſe, 
and begin to bee'diligent in- your calling or fanaifying the Sabbath, 
for it is impoſſible thar purpoſesſhouldliye in an heart that iscarnal!, 
for as the ſoyle muſt be ſutable to every creature, or els it will not live 
{o likewiſe you will never beeable to performe theſe purpoſes, 

* Ta the firſt place therefore labour to get new hearts, as the bottome 
to theſe purpoſes, which may be as the root togive ſapto the, for then 
they wil live & grow io you, when there is aloyle to ſuite-with them. 
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Id | - 1 * Thedeformed forme 
F | Secondly,oet power in believing (rift our $4vionr, when he came *' 
unto his countrey,it is ſaid,2e world wor pur foorth bis power to worke | 
many miracles there, why lo?one would have thought he ſhould ra- 
ther have wrought them there then any where elſc, both for his own 
honour,and che good of his countrey men.no place then was fitter for | 
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that thenit,yer there hee workes few or none,and the reaſon was, 
becanſe of thtir unbeliefe,they believed not, fo that it 1s the want of 
fiith tha: holds Gods hands from ſtrepgthning you, you will not I fay | 
.bclieve God, he hath ſworne(and it is not an old oath)that hee woulq : | 
grant that we ſhould /erve him tn godlynes, and holynes, allthe dayes of | 
ewr life, whenthe widow cameto Chriſt ro be healed ofthe iſſue | 
which thehad had many yeares,it is ſaid,that vertwe went ont of him | 
70 heale her becauſe ſhe believed, and though it have becenea dilcale.of 
Never ſo many yeares,yetif he ſay be ye whole, it is no matter what {| 
the diſcalt is,fo God be the Phyſitian, and therefore, believe. '. | 
\- Thirdly, pray and furniſh yourſelves with all the graces of the pirzr, | 
not only goeabout things,but maintaine a ſtock, fillche ciſterne every 
day, within whet andpointthe graces of God in you, for the in- 
ward man every day is fabje to decay, as well as the outward man, 
ad doc not take aymeat yourſelyes,or at your ſ{treogth when you are 
in a good mood,or by the preſent temper,for it vaniſhes if there bee 
not a ſupply from day to day,from grace within, 1t you doenot whet 
your ſoules every day. Br | 
Fourthly, iathe laſt place is this true, that many are partakers of the 
forme,that have not the power of godlynes,that when we come to look 
on the faces of our churches, we finde the forme in many. but if wee 
come unto their dealings,and cariages in private, ye ſhall ſcarce finde | 
the poWer, its as rare as the other are frequent, 1n thetr profeſſion ins {| 
decd there is a forme, but yet ye ſhall find religtous ſervants,as idleas ! 
others,and wives as ſtubborne as others, husbands, and maſters, as 
like lyons in their families, and as falſe 1n their dealings as others, if | 
thisbetrue (I ſay )as it is too true it isſo, then be not deceaved God is” | 
wot mocked, but try and examine yourfſelfes heerein, forthe kingdome 
of God conſiſtsnot inword but in power, the Lord will not jadge yoy {| 
according to your intentions and purpoſes, but according 'to your * | 
workes,and its not he that faith Zord, Lord, ſhall inherit the kingdoms | 
of heaven but he that doth the will ofmy Father.&c. benot then chil- % 
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whea nature failes, and asakhough anaturall man with his ſight ſee 
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Of a formall profeſſion SOS 
money for counterfeit things,be not fooles to take paines, and yet not 
have your turnes ſeryed,let me ſpeake unto you as /ames doth,if yer 
ſay yee have fath,aua not Workers, can your faith [ave youd | ay jou 
have the forme of godlynes and not the power,\11l that fave you? it you 
would nothe deccaved then examine your (elves: 

Firſt ofall,itthou doit more than nature,ſee that thonbeeft nor the FiSemarks 
fame manthou walt,that thou Randeſt not upin the ſame troupe thou wherety ro 
did(t,it thou doſt thou halt no MOorc but the form of godlines It} thee, for knew whe 
if thou hadſt,it would turne thy nature,and add wingsunto thee,mak- "**7 wee 
iog thee ſoare higher then naturet ] am able rhrough Chriſt that Fityth- IR > * 
en; mee.and thatnot to doc fome things but a!l things, he ayes not 1 pod! gg 
doe purpoſe or deſire, bt 1am able to doe all things,Cc, thoſe as 
therefore that are able to ſkandagainſt ſome luſts that are againſt their 
diſpoſitions, butnot agaiaft all are weake, and have not this power in 
them, itmay be thouart able to ſerveGod whenthou art poore, but 
what art thou when the world comes in upon thee? thou art able to 
abainefrom (13s by nature, but godlynes as we ſay of Phyſicke, belpes 
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far, but with an optick glafſe fees further, fo when nature falls ſhort, 
Art helpes,as though by nature a man may meaſure or count, yet if he 
comes toa large piece of ground, or a great ſumme, Art is required, to 
though thou mayeſt doe many things by. nature, yet when godlines 
comes,it belpes out 1n things wherein nature failes, as Sampſen could 
doe mavy ordinary things by his owne ſtrength, but when he came to 
take downeorcary away the gatesofa citty, and to pull downe a: 
houſe,ir is ſtill ſaid,zhe Fpirit of the Lord came upon him, the Lord Went 
with him,and even ſoit is heere. | 
Secondly,examine whether ye bee in trnth or no,for in Chriſt there 
arefaid to be dead branches,as well as living, that is thoſe have the 
forme a8.well as thoſe that ' have the poWer, but how arethey diftin- 744.5 
guiſhed?the dead beare no fruit,and therefore as Iohn ſaid, every rree 
that bringeth not foorth good fruite, God puts the axe to it, and fo the 
three grounds they did not bring foorth fruite,examine therefore your 
ſelves whether ye be full of fruite Or no, whether ye abound To good 
dutics or no,and doe them withan honeſt hcart,tor therby the fourth 
ground is diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt. _ | Es 
Thirdly examine whether ye hold out in tyme of tryall or not,whe- 
ther you are able to approwe your ſelves With jy asthe A politic {ayes = 
himiclfe 
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' T-edeformed forme \ 
him 'f. that hee did mhen-ece was in trowble on everie fide.on the right 
La 4, .. d 3 thelett haiid, inproſperare, and in aaverſite, the thi: d 

-o1 die n tout intemptation.and the realon was, bccaule rhe 
had rot d p:r of earththat is they wanted power, anda:: inward Rock 
o' grace f : hi is depth of earth, as aman chat Kcepes a gra houſe, 
if nc< ba. < 1.0t 4 {t Cxav.etolſupply bim, he will ſoone prove banks 
rupt,and for atraJ.ſ-man. as yee fay,if hee be not diligent in his trade, - 
and follow it weli,and make his returnes: hee will ſoone breake, fo al« 
vie s Man walls laward poWer, and at) inward ſtock of graces to 
beate iis day.y CxPEnces our, hee will foone become bankerupt, 

Fourth!y, everie grace hath ſome propettie annexed to it,which 
dot! 'iſtingiiihand difference itirom counterfeit, as 1n f41:h vnfas 
ned, laborious love patient hope. and the like, 

Thirdiy,take hcede laſt 'ome luſt overcome all.and ſoluſt overtop 
a!l,nd be predominant,as the praiſe of men,or a re{peR of pleaſure, ag 
att alk«(you fee Jrhough ſhe may foare and flic high yet (ſhe will have 
a'leye tothe prey below, and fo have hypocrites, ſee therefore that ye 
ſerve God #n ſing lenes of heart, andnot With eye ſervice,that you doe not 
harbour any 14{t within, for that will ſpoile all at laſt, as wetdes in a 
gardeh.if they be let alone.and not plucked up, they will overerun the 
whole hearbes-ſo 1s it with ſin,if1tbe but ſuffered, though jr be but a 
littic one at {irit,yet it will like a leproſie over-ſpread the whole man, 
a1d therefore looke to that, that ſomeluſt docnot oyercome all in 

the ead,and 1o1 cnd for this textand time, | x 
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